Brain hemorrhages in cocaine-exposed human fetuses.
Autopsies of 4 fetuses exposed to maternal cocaine are reported. Brain examination revealed hemorrhages in 3 of the fetuses involving the germinal matrix. The hemorrhages resembled subependymal germinal matrix hemorrhages seen as postnatal complications in premature infants with idiopathic respiratory distress syndrome. One of the placentas had sonographic evidence of abruption which could not be confirmed pathologically. The findings are discussed in light of reports of neurobehavioral deficits and other congenital anomalies in children and animals exposed to cocaine in utero. Speculations about the pathophysiologic events leading to these findings are made.